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ADMISSIONS POLICY FOR ENTRY T O  Y E A R  1 2  IN SEPTEMBER  2026 
1. Introduction 

 

Bishop Thomas Grant Sixth Form accepts applications from both boys and girls in Year 
11(Internal and External). Admission of students to the school shall be the responsibility 
of the Governing Body who will admit up to 150 girls and boys in total (Published 
Admissions Number) in Year 12, each year. 

In determining the roll, the Governors will not admit students in excess of this number 
where such admissions would prejudice the provision of effective education or the 
efficient use of resources. 

The Governors reserve the right to allocate fewer places if there are insufficient applicants 
who meet the minimum level of attainment at GCSE. Courses will be withdrawn, if the 
number of students who apply for, or qualify for them, is very low, in which case students 
will be notified as soon as possible. 

 
2. Application Procedure 

 

• All Applicants (both Internal & External) with an Education, Health, and Care Plan (ECHP) 
must contact their Local Authority for advice on school placements. You do not need to 
complete the school’s Sixth Form Application Form but must apply through your Local 
Authority. 

• All other applicants (both Internal & External) must complete the Application Form 
(located on the school website) and submit it by the stated deadline. 

• Applicants are then invited to discuss their curriculum choices with a member of the 
Senior Leadership Team to ensure a suitable course is available. 

• If the applicant satisfies the admissions criteria, an offer of a conditional place will be 
made, by 1st April 2027. The conditional offer will be based on the candidate meeting 
the expected minimum entry requirements both for entry to the Sixth Form and for the 
subjects they wish to study in the Sixth Form. The entry requirements are published in 
the Sixth Form Prospectus.  

 
3. Applications from Abroad 

If you are applying from abroad; do not normally reside in the UK, and  are applying for a state-funded 
school place at Bishop Thomas Grant Sixth Form, than it is the responsibility of your Parents to check 
that your immigration status permits you to enter the UK to access a state-funded education.  

 
Failure to do so could mean that you are breaching UK entry conditions by entering the country, to 
attend a state funded school Sixth Form, if you and your Parents do not have an immigration status 
that permits such study. 

 
Please be aware that Bishop Thomas Grant Sixth Form is not an Independent School, so we are not 
a Licensed School Sponsor. Bishop Thomas Grant school reserves the right to check an applicants 
date of birth. 

 
For further information to check your eligibility, please read the details below 

https://www.gov.uk/right-of-abode 

https://www.gov.uk/right-of-abode
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https://www.gov.uk/right-of-abode/commonwealth-citizens 
https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa 
https://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration 
 

Further information can also be found on the  www.gov.uk website.  
 

4. Pathways of Study 
 

At Bishop Thomas Grant School Sixth Form, there are three pathways of study: 

• Academic through studying either 3 or 4 A Levels 

• Vocational through studying 3 A A Q / BTEC/CTEC National 3 Qualifications 

• A combined Academic & Vocational route 
 

5. Admissions Criteria 
 

I. Applicants wishing to study an A Level pathway must have attained the minimum 
of                    5 GCSE grades 9-5 including English and Mathematics 

II. Applicants wishing to study a AAQ/BTEC/CTEC pathway must have attained the 
minimum of 5 GCSE grades 9-4. It is desirable to have attained Grades 4 or higher in 
English and Mathematics but not essential on some vocational courses. Students who 
do not attain Grade 4 will have to re-sit the English and/or Maths GCSE examination as part 
of their timtable. 

III. Each individual subject has specific entry requirements, which are set out in our Sixth 
Form Prospectus. 

IV. All candidates will be assessed on predicted GCSE attainment to ensure suitability for 
the courses in the Sixth Form. 

V. All applicants must submit their completed application form and any requested 
supplementary information by Friday, 27 November 2026, at the very latest. 

 
6. Oversubscription 

 

Where more applications are received than there are places for courses, applicants will 
be ranked according to the criteria (I) to (V) below. 

(I) Looked after Catholic students 1 who meet the entry requirements for the course. 
This includes: 

• looked after students in the care of Catholic families. 

• looked after Catholic students 1 who have been adopted or who have become the 
subject of a residence or guardianship order. 

• Catholic students1 who appear (to the admissions authority) to have been in state 
care outside of England and cease to be in state care outside of England as a result 
of being adopted). 

(II) Students currently at Bishop Thomas Grant School who meet the entry. 
requirements for courses and whose application has been received by no later than 
Friday, 27 November 2026 of the academic year prior to the start of the Sixth Form. 

https://www.gov.uk/right-of-abode/commonwealth-citizens
https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa
https://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration
http://www.gov.uk/
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(III) Catholic external applicants who meet the entry requirements for 
courses and whose application has been received by no later than Friday, 27 
November 2026 of the academic year prior to the start of the Sixth Form. 

(IV) Other non-Catholic looked after students, who meet the entry requirements for 
courses (including looked after children who have been adopted or who have become the 
subject of a residence or guardianship order and children who appear (to the admissions 
authority) to have been in state care outside of England and cease to be in state care outside 
of England as a result of being adopted); and whose application has been received by no 
later than Friday, 27 November 2026 of the academic year prior to the start of the Sixth 
Form 
 
(V) Applications from other students who meet the entry requirements for courses 
but whose application is not received by no later than Friday, 27 November 2026 of the 
academic year prior to the start of the Sixth Form 

Within each category (I) to (V), priority will be given to students with the highest GCSE 
results directly linked to the course they have applied for. 

1Definition: The term ‘Catholic students’ refers to “Baptised Roman Catholic students and 
students who are baptised members of Eastern Rite Churches in communion with Rome, 
including students whose families are members of the Ordinariate. 

 
7. Tie Breaker 

 

Within each oversubscription, criteria (I) to (V) in the event of an equal right to a place, 
priority will be given to the student who lives nearest to the school – see Section 10 below. 
In cases where applicants have exactly the same distance between their home and the 
school, students with the highest GCSE results will be given the place. 

 
8. Appeals 

 

In the first instance, a meeting should be requested with the Head of Sixth Form. 

 

Parents and carers whose applications are unsuccessful may appeal to an independent 
appeal panel set up in accordance with Section 93 of the school standards and framework 
act 1998. Appeals must be made in writing and must set out the reasons why the appeal is 
being made. They should be directed to the Clerk to the Appeals Panel at the school (an 
independent clerk appointed under the terms of the relevant Education Act). The appeal 
will usually be on the grounds of maladministration by the school or because of the  
overriding need of the student. Your appeal will be heard within thirty working days of 
receipt of the letter. 

 
9. Waiting List 

 

Parents of applicants who have not been offered a place at the school may ask for their 
child’s name to be placed on a waiting list. The waiting list will be maintained throughout 
the year but names of students starting in Year 12 and hoping to start in September 2027 
will be removed from the list on 30th September 2027, unless the parent has written to 
request it to be kept on the list. The waiting list will be operated using the same admissions 
criteria listed above. Placing a student’s name on the waiting list does not guarantee that 
a place will become available. It does not prevent parents from exercising their right to 
appeal against the decision not to offer a place. 
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10. Late Applications 
 

Late Applications will be considered after enrollment if all available spaces have not been 
allocated. 

 
11. Distance from the School 

 

Distance between the applicant’s home and the school is measured by a straight line. This 
measurement will be from a central point in the school. The student’s home address will be 
the student’s permanent home. Applications must be made from a single address. If 
parents are separated and share custody of the student, the address given should be that 
of the parent with whom the student spends most of the school week, which will normally 
be the address where child benefit is payable. If the parent making the application lives at 
a different address to the student, a letter of explanation should be attached. It is not 
acceptable for a family to use a temporarily rented address to secure a place of their 
preference. In disputed cases, the governors will make a judgment based on the evidence 
available to them. Applications or offers under this criteria will only be valid once proof 
of address has been given and confirmed. Proof of address will be two utility bills dated 
within six months of the application. 

 
12. Looked After Child 

 

A looked after child has the same meaning as in section 22(1) of the children act 1989 and 
the school admissions code 2014. The school admissions code 2021 states that: a 'looked 
after child' or a child who was previously looked after but immediately after being looked 
after became subject to an adoption, child arrangements, or special guardianship order 
[90] including those who appear [to the admission authority] to have been in state care 
outside of England and ceased to be in state care as a result of being adopted. 

A Looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided 
with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions 
(see the definition in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989). [90] An adoption order is an 
order under the adoption act 1976 (see section 12 adoption orders) and children who were 
adopted under the adoption and children act 2002 (see section 46 adoption orders). 

A ‘child arrangements order’ is an order settling the arrangements to be made as to 
the person with whom the child is to live under section 8 of the children act 1989 as 
amended by section 14 of the children and families act 2014. Section 14a of the 
Children Act 1989 defines a ‘special guardianship order’ as an order appointing one or 
more individuals to be a child’s special guardian (or special guardians). 

 
A previously looked after child is a child who was looked after but ceased to be so 
because they were adopted or became subject to a care order or special guardianship 
order immediately following having been looked after. 
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